PUBLIC LIBRARY

Vision Statement

The Plainville Public Library will be an essential public asset for the informational and
recreational needs for the townspeople of Plainville, which will exceed their expectations in
every way. The library will enrich, empower, and educate our community in varied and suitable
formats in an environment that is welcoming, clean, safe, comfortable and user-friendly.

Mission Statement

To provide the greatest possible access to the widest range of resources for all the residents of
Plainville; to satisfy the diverse reading needs and interests of the community; to promote
reading and literacy; to foster learning and lifelong education; to encourage the natural
inquisitiveness of each individual; and to treat each person with dignity and respect.

Budget

Revenue Expenses

State Aid: $29,492 Salaries & Training: $184,222
Town: $275,972 Facilities: $35,437
Passport Revolving:  $25,000 Library Materials: $66,461
Fine Revolving: $2,126 Other Expenditures:  $29,139
Total Revenue: $332,590 Total Expenditures:  $315,259
Services

The Plainville Public Library continues to be a lifeline to our community. The library was open
44 hours a week starting in October after our HVAC was replaced in September. This ensures
the library is open every day after school and exceeds the state standard of 40 hours a week for a
town with a population of 10,000 people. Blind Date with a Book was back in February. The
Trustees approved going fine free in April for all items that automatically renew. The Plainville
Library received a donation of 2 Yoto players and audio cards to loan out. The library welcomed
Kimberly Ciardi as a Library Technician in October.

New to the library this year is the Someone Cares Shelf, a place to leave new personal care items
for those in need to take. The Plainville Library featured a Little Free Art Gallery outside our
front door, a Grab and Grow exchange to leave an indoor plant cutting or divide their outdoor
plants for others to take and a seed library was offered. The library hosted a kid’s winter clothing
exchange, Halloween costume exchange, craft supply swap, wrapping paper share, and free yarn
shelf.

The library provided every Plainville elementary teacher a Plainville Library card for access to
materials for their classroom with pickups provided by the school and returns through the book
drop in the school parking lot. The library partnered with the Plainville Schools to provide
SORA by Overdrive in order for students to obtain free eBooks using their school credentials,
which resulted in students checking out over 1400 eBooks and eAudiobooks. The Children’s
librarian visited the Wood School to promote the summer reading program to grades 3-6.



The library continued to offer a shredding drop off box, package pick up, fax and copy services.
The Plainville Public Library web site, located at www.plainvillepubliclibrary.org, has up to date
website content including interactive library calendar, museum pass booking, eBooks, and
newsletters. The Plainville Public Library has three public use computers using Envisionware in
order to better track the usage on the computers and make it easier for staff to control access.
Computer use averages 19 people a week used our three public internet computers within the
library to check email, apply for health care, print shipping labels and government forms, search
for jobs and more. We also have many people who print from their device directly to our
printers. The town fiber connection provided individuals with wifi for their own devices to
complete their tasks. Wifi is available from the picnic table and benches outside the library.

Library Apps to Have Follow us @PlainvilleMALib
e SAILS Mobile e Facebook
e Libby by Overdrive e Instagram
e Access My Library e Pinterest

Four staff members are trained Passport Agents who can accept U.S. Passport Applications on
behalf of the Department of State, which brings in additional revenue to be used by the library in
a revolving account. Library staff processed 919 passport applications this fiscal year, and many
of those appointments were booked with our Calendly booking software for the ease of our
customers.

Collection

Aside from the local collection seen here, all library customers could borrow materials from any
of the 45 SAILS network libraries as well as the Commonwealth Catalog for libraries across the
state. There were over 22,000 physical items circulated to and from our library for customers via
statewide deliver, and an additional 6,027 eBooks were electronically exchanged. The library
features downloadable music, books, and audiobooks available through our Overdrive collection,
including our Partner libraries throughout the state. EBook usage was again to 20% of our total
circulation.

The library uses a Library of Things reservation software to better allow customers to reserve
items for when they will need them including our library’s hotspots. The Library of Things
received a donation from the Board of Health grant funds to purchase a popup canopy tent,
happy birthday yard sign, Cricut heat press, hedge trimmer, coin sorter, heavy lifting kit and
home light timers.

BookFlix and Teachables continued to be popular to support schooling for parents and teachers,
so we added Educate Station this year. The library provided electronic content to our customers
with free access to Universal Class, CreativeBug, A to Z World Food, Tumblebooks and
Overdrive digital magazines. New this year was Mango to learn languages. Our electronic
resources were used over 4,300 times.


http://www.plainvillepubliclibrary.org/

The library encourages Plainville Residents to get a Boston Public Library eCard in order to have
access to the greatest amount of online materials and research. Instructions can be found at
http://www.plainvillepubliclibrary.org/digital-resources.html.

PHYSICAL HOLDINGS CIRCULATION
ltem ADULT JUVENILE YA Total ADULT  JUVENILE YA Total
Category Number of Number of Number Number Item Category = Number Number of Number Number
ltems Iltems of Iltems of Iltems of Items Iltems of Items of ltems
AUDIO 1,269 562 40 1,871] |AUDIO 1,460 909 25 2,394
BOOKS 13,010 17,854 1,338 32,202 |BOOKS 18,735 33,592 986 53,313
VIDEO 2,855 1,182 0 4,037 |VIDEO 3,861 2,477 16 6,354
PERIODICAL
VOLUMES 48 12 0 60] [|PERIODICAL 448 80 0 528
MUSEUM ELECTRONIC
PASSES 25 22 MAGAZINES 3256 S
ELECTRONIC 231 2 0 233] |ELECTRONIC 511 0 0 511
MISC 71 262 0 333] |MISC 2,230 1,844 0 4,074
E-BOOKS 6,358 938 531 7,827
E-AUDIO 6,813 635 546 7,994
Total 17,509 19,874 1,378 38,761| Total 43,672 40,475 2,104 86,251

Building & Grounds

The flower barrel was planted and maintained this year by Christi & Marilyn Spadoni. The
library building continues to grow older and requires more care. The HVAC system was replaced
in September and the 2 sections of the roof was insulated using the $15,000 grant from the
Association of Rural and Small Libraries. This required the library to close from September 1 to
October 4. We did soft launch our reopening from the Town Hall Community Room on Friday
and Saturday the first weekend in October due to the extra cleaning required after the HVAC
work. The garden areas at the front of the library are worked on by volunteers and the Director.

Programming

Over 5,800 adults, children and seniors enjoyed the many library programs offered this year. The
library was pleased to cosponsor events for children with Self Help Inc. for preschool
programming. Alarm Robotics presented a 12 week Lego Robotics class for two different age
groups and STEM forward volunteers provided an 8 week class on computer aided design for
children in grades 4-8. Volunteers helped the library provide a Dungeons & Dragon Club and
Read to a Dog programs. A local volunteer helped residents fix their technology problems each
week. Another volunteer runs 2 book clubs at the library. The children’s librarian ran many
programs throughout the year including storytimes, Moms and Munchkins and afternoon art
classes. Tamar our staff member has run yoga program for children and meditation for adults.

The Plainville Cultural Council sponsored many events for families this year with storyteller
Rona Leventhal, Juice and Jelly Fun Time Band, Food Explorers and PopUp Art School. For
adults the Plainville Cultural council supported the Songs and Stories of Johnny Cash by Matt
York.


http://www.plainvillepubliclibrary.org/digital-resources.html

The library hosted our second annual Mini Art Show featuring over 45 3” x 3” works of art by
community members of all ages and a special collection of 2D artwork from the Plainville Public
Schools. The show was attended by over 200 people.

The library made a concerted effort this year to add adult programing. We featured guest
programming with the Cactus and Succulent Society of Massachusetts, Holiday Cheeseboards,
PopUp Art School, Stop Buying Bins, and a mental health awareness session. We partnered with
the Board of Health to provide a composting information program for the community. The
library also offered virtual programming with 2-3 virtual author talks a month.

We support our community by being a location to drop off food for the Plainville Food Pantry
and raising 147 canned goods during our annual pumpkin decorating contest and collecting Food
for Fines. The library helped promote Keep Plainville Beautiful Cleanup Month in April by
providing pick up tools to borrow and a display. The library collected over 225 toys for Toys for
Tots and old glasses for the Lions Club. We support the Recreation department with a weekly
summer storytime at the camp and movies on Tuesdays.

More Children’s Programming More Family and Adult Events
e Movie Mornings e Paint Nights
e Rhyme Time e Marbling Greeting Cards
e Storytime for ages 3 and up e Senior and Mystery Book Clubs
e Skoshie & Friends local author e Adult & Teen Summer Reading
e Book Bingo Plinko for Prizes
e 2024 Summer Reading program e Hand Knit Scarf
e Lego Club e Craft Supply Swap
e Cookie Decorating e Blind Date with a Book
e Birdhouses e Zentangle
e Music at the Blissful e Cookie Mix in a Jar
e Science Heroes e Collectibles Appraisal Event

Storytime Quintet Make your Own Beauty Products

e WAGS Storytime with dog e Making a Yarn Wreath

e Poop Museum e Kindness Rocks

e Playful Engineers e Meditation for Adults
Recognition

The Plainville Public Library would like to thank the Friends of the Plainville Public Library,
Inc. for purchasing the passes to Showcase Cinemas, Capron Park Zoo, Roger Williams Zoo,
Easton Children’s Museum, Ecotarium, Providence Children’s Museum, Boston Children’s
Museum, Plimouth Plantation, Museum of Fine Arts, New England Aquarium, Butterfly Place,
Plimouth Patuxet, Patriot’s Hall of Fame, Zoo New England, Salem Witch Museum, and the
Museum of Science, Maparium, Maplewood, Harvard Museums and Southwick’s Zoo. The
Friends also sponsor four magazine subscriptions, and many programs at the library. The Friends
are able to do so much because of the funds raised through their ongoing book sales and the
amazing puzzle sale.



Thank you to all of the persons who have given donations in honor of a loved one this year.
Numerous donations of books and puzzles flowed in for the Friends of the Library sales. Without
the generous support of the citizens of Plainville, the Library would not be as nice a place as it is
now.

Thank you to the Trustees of the Plainville Public Library: Paula Mealy, Denise Nado and
Brenda Watkinson, for their dedicated hard work to making sure the library is a welcoming,
friendly, and resourceful place for everyone in the Town of Plainville. The Board of Library
Trustees updated the Library Collection Development Policy this year.

Your Plainville Public Library is a Fiscal Year 2025 State of Massachusetts certified public
library as certified by the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners in accordance with
Massachusetts General Law Chapter 78, Section 19B. This ensures we receive our State Aid
amounting to $29,492 and a Small Libraries in Networks grant of $2,450 in Fiscal Year 2025; we
are eligible to apply for state and federal grants; Plainville residents have access to all of the
statewide databases online; and our customers can borrow items freely from any library in
Massachusetts as members in good standing with the SAILS Library Network and the
Commonwealth Catalog.

Respectfully Submitted,
Melissa Campbell
Director



