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The Plainville Public Library was recently awarded an Explore Grant for $4000 from the Massachusetts Board 
of Library Commissioners (MBLC). The MBLC uses federal Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) 
funding to provide Explore Grants that improve library services, collections, and programs. “Everyone is 
welcome at libraries and often libraries are among the first to recognize the needs of their communities. 
However, responding to needs may be limited by lack of funds, said Robert Favini, Head of Library Advisory 
and Development at the MBLC.  “With Explore Grants libraries can take more immediate steps to address 
community needs and challenges. The grants are a great example of federal funding that makes significant 
local impact.”  Plainville, a town experiencing rapid growth and increasing diversity, is striving to become a 
more inclusive community. To support this evolving demographic, the Plainville Public Library aims to provide 
equitable access to resources for all residents, particularly families with young children. The Plainville Public 
Library plans to focus on addressing the needs of these families by expanding our collection of English as a 
Second Language (ESOL) materials. To maximize family engagement, the Library will consolidate all ESOL 
materials into a dedicated "Language Learning Center." This centralized location will encourage families to 
explore and utilize resources together, fostering a supportive learning environment. To ensure the effectiveness 
of this initiative, the Library will collaborate closely with the two English Language teachers at Plainville Public 
Schools which house grades preK through sixth. By seamlessly integrating library resources with classroom 
instruction and fostering strong teacher-family partnerships, this initiative will significantly enhance language 
learning opportunities for all English Language Learning students in Plainville. Explore Grants are open to all 
types of libraries: school, academic, public and special.  Libraries will receive their funding in March.  
 
Federal funding in Massachusetts Libraries 
In addition to grants, the MBLC uses federal LSTA funding to support statewide library services and resources 
including the Commonwealth Catalog, preservation and disaster recovery in cultural institutions, online 
research databases in conjunction with the Massachusetts Library System, statewide eBook and audiobooks, 
and the statewide library resource website for residents. Federal funding also assists small libraries in 
participating in one of the state's nine automated library networks that improve technology in local libraries and 
make automated library services efficient and affordable. The MBLC's LSTA program is developed in 
accordance with the LSTA five-year plan and reviewed by MBLC staff working in collaboration with the State 
Advisory Council on Libraries, a council of library users and librarians from public, academic, school, 
institutional and special libraries, as well as libraries serving persons with disabilities. More information about 
LSTA is available on the funding is made possible through the MBLC website. LSTA Institute of Museum and 
Library Services.  
 
About IMLS 
The Institute of Museum and Library Services is the primary source of federal support for the nation's libraries 
and museums. We advance, support, and empower America's museums, libraries, and related organizations 
through grantmaking, research, and policy development. IMLS envisions a nation where individuals and 
communities have access to museums and libraries to learn from and be inspired by the trusted information, 
ideas, and stories they contain about our diverse natural and cultural heritage. To learn more, visit 
www.imls.gov. 
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